Red Over Black: Black Slavery Among the Cherokee Indians by unknown
The Annals of Iowa 
Volume 44 Number 3 (Winter 1978) pps. 243-244 
Red Over Black: Black Slavery Among the Cherokee Indians 
ISSN 0003-4827 
Copyright © 1978 State Historical Society of Iowa. This article is posted here for personal use, 
not for redistribution. 
Recommended Citation 
"Red Over Black: Black Slavery Among the Cherokee Indians." The Annals of Iowa 44 
(1978), 243-244. 
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0003-4827.11363 
Hosted by Iowa Research Online 
BOOK REVIEWS
influence only among the whites who had anointed them. Surely this goes too
far. Moreover, only about .0003 per cent of the total black population was
examined for this study, so it is doubtful that we can ascertain who the "real"
leaders were from such a narrow sample. Another caveat may be entered
here. "Radical" and "emigrationist" are not necessarily interchangeable
terms. Nor are "representative colored men" and "conservatives." The
radicals of the 1870s, if not the 1970s, were integrationists who advanced the
then revolutionary proposition that black people should be incorporated into
American life. Separatists are neither radical nor conservative; they simply
withdraw.
In the end, the Exodusters' faith that a new life could be found in the
sanctuary of the West turns out to be more a manifestation of their deter-
mination to get ahead in this world, than incipient black nationalism. The
true significance of the Exodusters focuses on their rejection of white racist
demands that blacks conform to the subhuman sterotypes imposed upon
them. Distractions aside, Exodusters offers informative reading for all, and
constitutes a limited, but nonetheless important, contribution to the field.
Ronald L. Lewis
University of Delaware
Red over Black: Black Slavery among the Cherokee Indians, by R. Hallibur-
ton, Jr. Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1977. pp. x, 219. Illus-
trations, notes, appendixes, bibliography, index. $15.95.
When Europeans first landed on the shores of America, they inadver-
tently introduced the institution of black slavery to the Cherokees of the
southeastern United States. These Indians had practiced involuntary servi-
tude years before the arrival of Europeans, but black slavery provided an
opportunity that the sophisticated Cherokees could exploit economically. As
the Europeans confiscated Cherokee land, the natives found it expedient to
alter their lifestyle from a hunting culture to a novel sedentary society. Black
slavery accommodated this new pattern of living.
Halliburton, in this survey, depicts how the institution of black slavery
grew in the Cherokee Nation, reaching its apex at the Civil War. The author
contends that by this time Cherokee slaveholding "was a microcosm of the
'peculiar institution' that existed in the southern United States." (p. x)
Halliburton recounts the origins of black slavery in the Cherokee Nation,
illustrating how the Indians recognized the economic profitability of the in-
stitution and readily adopted it. As they were forced to abandon their tradi-
tional communal lifestyle and become individual farmers, the Cherokees
assimilated the techniques of the southern planter, and some Indian men,
such as James Vann and John Ross, became extremely successful. When
coerced to move West, Cherokee slaveholders took their chattle with them.
Among the Cherokee, slavery was an ancient institution.
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Halliburton uses a balanced number of primary and secondary sources to
prove his thesis, and he skillfully marshals his facts to show that the Chero-
kees emulated the southern plantation system. The addition of timely illus-
trations and informative appendixes greatly supplement this work, which
should be of interest to most students of American history,
Timothy A. Zwink
Oklahoma State University
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